Frankston North

Rotary:

supporting communities

District 9815
RI President: Francesco Arezzo
District Governor: Peter Behm
Community Leader: Peter Rawlings

ROTARY CLUB OF FRANKSTON
NORTH. INC

Chartered 7 May 1973
Web: www.rotaryfrankstonnorth.org/
President: Con Demopoulos

President Elect: Louise Welbourn

Past President: Maree Hutchins
Secretary: David Hanlon
Treasurer: Geoff Magor

Club Meetings:

Kingfisher Hall at Lyrebird Community
Centre, Carrum Downs

First and third Wednesday of Month
6.30pm for 7.00pm or by Zoom
Club Contact

Secretary David Hanlon
Mob: 0414 996 798
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Weekly Newsletter

Meeting Date: 20-5-2026

President’s Con’s Message:

Pass the Phone Challenge for Domestic and Family Violence
Prevention Month

May marks Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month
across Australia, a time to honour victim-survivors and take
meaningful action. While donating a phone is the first step, it is
your financial support that turns that piece of technology into a
lifeline.

This year, our Pass the Phone Challenge has seen incredible
community spirit, but as demand for Safe mobile phones grows,
so does our need for the funds required to professionally
refurbish, test, and data-wipe every device. Your donations
ensure that no phone sits idle on a shelf when it could be in the
hands of someone escaping violence.

During my recent trip to Western Australia, | met with many of the
70+ agencies we support there. The message was clear: the
need for safe, reliable phones is urgent.

We have just celebrated a major milestone of 19,400 phones
gifted, and we are now racing toward a goal of 20,000 Australian
lives connected to safety by the end of this financial year.

To reach this goal, we need to get these phones through the
refurbishment process and out to our partner agencies faster than
ever. Every dollar donated helps cover the technical costs of
preparing a phone for its new life as a safe connection to
emergency services and support. We ask you to consider us in
your end-of-financial-year giving plans.

If you are one of our incredible agency partners in need of more
Safe Phone kits, we invite you to get in touch with our team to
help us make this vision a reality. Connect with us by emailing
agency@dvsafephone.org.




Let’s keep passing phones forward and providing the vital funds to make them work.
Because for someone escaping violence, that simple ability to call for help changes
everything.

Thank you for standing with us and for your continued generosity.
Always in your corner,
Ashton Wood

Founder and CEO
DV Safe Phone, Australia

IMPACT

MAY 2026

e astlc Bstic Viole ¢ ) "-".
et laoo 81 , :

e Con:

A SECOND LIFE FOR YOUR PHONE, A SAFER LIFE FOR SOMEONE ESCAPING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

Announcements:

Secretary:
Still need members and friends for thew Bunnings BBQ on Sat 3 July 2026.

Service Projects:
Still need phones and old laptop computers.

Youth Services:
Keith mentioned that we are seeking nominations for the upcoming RYLA program to be held
6-11 July at Phillip Island Adventure Resort.

Applications for MUNA are expected to be online during June and we are seeking
participants from McClelland College.

Volunteers are required for the David Scott Special School mock interviews to be held on
Tuesday 23 June 2026, 10:00 am — 2:30 pm. If you can help, please let Keith know.

Member News:
John Tame will be back in hospital on Monday for more tests. We all wish him the best for
these and hope it finds some treatment.



Seaford Banksia Arboretum

https://www.facebook.com/SeafordBanksia

Facebook message posted by Ross Shepherd

Some of you new members here may not know much about our earlier days, but back in 2023 |
was invited by Con Dem. the North Frankston Rotary President to make presentations to several
Rotary groups in the area which resulted in them collectively donating >$12,000 and members to
help with early plantings; these are among those you see flowering now when you pass by.

Many Thanks again guys. Now naturally enough after seeing Banksias close up some of them
got the Banksia bug too, (intended by me naturally) or took even more on. Con & Loulla D. have
found room for more than 7 of them in South Frankston on deep sands there.

The Local Rotary Community Liaison officer John T. has a well maintained garden in Seaford
and he'd already learnt about Banksias too and has a couple of Spinulosa forms in his front yard
on display and attracting parrots as you can see in the pics below.

Yes he's also got more in the backyard too now So this is how we celebrate these families
with much appreciation, thanks. Beware Banksia's are infections aren't we lucky.



https://www.facebook.com/SeafordBanksia
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Wells Automotive are an Australian
owned and operated workshop servicing
our local community of Mornington and
are part of Australia’s largest independent
network of

mechanical workshops, proudly backed
by the biggest name in the business -
Repco.

Located at 5 Progress St Mornington,

VIC 3931. Call for service - 03 5977
0866.
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For all your cabinetry requirements,
Architectural Joinery, Wall Units Kitchen,
Vanities and Bars

s

Whether you are looking for a modern or
contemporary feel, or something more
traditional, Rick Crowhurst Cabinets will be
there to advise you through every stage of
the process.

Contact for a design and quote.

Located at Factory 5, 5 Vesper Drive
Narre Warren, VIC (03)97967048
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Apologies: Keith Hopkins, John Tame, and Bev Unitt.
Guests Jyee Byrne.
Zoomers: Russell Cock
Milestones:
Birthdays Fiona Cock 31 May
Simon Gillham 31 May
Rotary Nil
Anniversaries
Wedding Eric & Marina Neill 31 May 1969

Anniversaries

Tonight’s Meeting: Club Assembly

P-E Louise gave an overview of her plans for the year and
sought feedback from the members. A productive night and
lays foundations for the next Rotary year.
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DISTRICT 9815 CONFERENCE 2027

A fun and inspiring weekend in the Hunter Valley

LOCATION DATES
Rydges Hunter Valley Resort 12-14 March
NSW 2027

Enjoy the surrounding Hunter Valley, connect with friends, and be part of a
memorable Conference filled with fun, inspiration and great company.
SAVE THE DATE and come ready to take up the
Challenge to Change.
WHAT TO LOOK FORWARD TO

Inspiring speakers

Fresh ideas, stories and conversations to energise
your Rotary journey.

Fun conference atmosphere

A welcoming weekend with friendship, laughter
and memorable moments.

Beautiful surrounds Food, fellowship & fun
Take time to enjoy the Hunter Valley and all Great dining, connection and plenty of time
the region has to offer. to relax and celebrate.

Official Conference Launch July 10

GOLF. WINETOURS. DAY TRIPS. PICKLEBALL.
FULLY ACCESSIBLE & FAMILY FRIENDLY

HTTPS:/N-MIW.RYDGES.COM/ACCOMMODA’HON/P.EGIONFL-NSWI’HUN]ER-VALLEY/
Booking link available after launch
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Enjoy 10 Australia.
Call 13 SIXT'and'qy 88110 book in today!

Please refer to the 10% off discount code in advert.

Save the date:

Frid 29 May 2026 Sandfield Park BBQ

Wed 27 May 2026 Board Meeting Via Zoom

Wed 3 June 2026 McClelland College Interact Visit




