
 

 

 

 

  VOL 52   Issue 18 

 Meeting Date: 5/3/2025 

  

  
Weekly Newsletter 

 

 

President’s Con’s Message: 
 

What is International Women’s Day (IWD)? 
IWD is a specific day dedicated to the advancement of women 
worldwide. Marked by millions of people on March 8, IWD 
celebrates the social, economic, cultural, and political 
achievements of women. The day also marks a call to action for 
accelerating gender equality. 
 

IWD provides an important platform to engage with communities, 
reflect on progress, and commit to positive action. Participation in 
IWD ensures progress toward equality remains on the global 
agenda and positive action prevails. 
 

IWD has a long and powerful history of collective action, with 
many groups, countries, and bodies having actively contributed to 
its evolution. Today, IWD is a highly visible worldwide occurrence 
with significant mainstream awareness, marked by groups 
worldwide in a wide variety of ways. 
  
What are the aims of IWD? 
IWD can mean different things to various groups, yet the 
overarching aims of IWD are to:  
 

• Celebrate women’s achievements through recognizing and 

appreciating the contributions of women in various fields, 
highlighting their influence and successes throughout history 
and in the present day. 

 

• Raise awareness of gender inequality through shining a light 
on persistent issues like the gender pay gap, lack of 
representation in leadership roles, gender-based violence, 
and unequal access to education and opportunities. 

 

• Mobilize action for equality through encouraging individuals, 
communities, and organizations to take steps toward creating 
a more inclusive and equitable world for women. 

 

• Donate and fundraise for women-focused charities and 
elevate the visibility of their work. 

 

• Foster solidarity among people of all genders in support of 
women’s rights and gender parity worldwide. 
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Announcements: 

President: 

Con is waiting for members to put forward project ideas for the second half of the Rotary 

year. 
 

Secretary: 

Club’s Bunnings BBQ on Sun 2 March started off slowly but picked up during the day and 

should clear around the $2000 once Treasurer Geoff reconciles all the receipts and 

reimburses expenditure outlaid.  Special thanks to Mary Hopkins and Tom Strickland for their 

efforts on the day – we could not have done it without your help. 

 

 
 

International Women’s Day Breakfast was again a success and special congratulation to Judi 

McKee, Maree Hutchins and Bev Unitt for their leadership and hard work on the organising 

committee. Thanks to the carparking team led by Mike Goonan (Simon Gillham, Charles 

Mallia, Geoff Magor and Colin Price) – good feedback from attendees on how smooth it 

went.  Keith Hopkins did a sterling job ferrying some attendees in the golf cart from the car 

park to the venue.  Reception and raffle ticket sorting was looked after by David Louden, Eric 

Neill and Tony Spring.  Special thanks to Maree’s niece Pricilla Duffus who strongarmed 

attendees to buy raffle tickets – would not take no for an answer. Well, done! 

 

Please remember we are helping the Lyrebird Community Centre run a BBQ/Sausage sizzle 

on the night of their Family Safety Event on Friday 28 March between 4-6.00pm. Please let 

me know if you can help.  To date I have Ron Cook, John Tame and Keith Hopkins. 

 

Upcoming speaker, Alan Wickes, is well known in the Frankston Community, and particularly 

his support of grass roots football. This should be an interesting talk, and you are 

encouraged to ask friends and family to attend. 

 

For those members in the Footy tipping please remember to put in your tips – no tips no 

score. 
 

 

 



  



 

 

 

Apologies:  Brian Capon, Russell Cock, Con 

Demopoulos, Ian McConnell, Charles 

Mallia, David Shimshon, and Bev Unitt. 

Leave of Absence:  Linda Tinney 

Guests N/A 

Zoomers: N/A 

 

MILESTONES:   

Birthdays: Mary Hopkins – 16 March 

Brian Capon 17 March 

Rotary 

 Anniversaries: 

Nil 

Wedding 

 Anniversaries: 

Nil 

 

  

 
  

Wells Automotive are an Australian owned 

and operated workshop servicing our local 

community of Mornington and are part of 

Australia’s largest independent network of  

mechanical workshops, proudly backed by 

the biggest name in the business - Repco. 

  

Located at 5 Progress St Mornington, 

VIC  3931. Call for service - 03 5977 0866. 

 
  

Frankston North Rotary are proud to introduce and recommend our 

Bulletin Sponsors:              

  

RICK CROWHURST CABINETS P/L 

For all your cabinetry requirements, 

Architectural Joinery, Wall Units Kitchen, 

Vanities and Bars 

C  

Whether you are looking for a modern or 

contemporary feel, or something more 

traditional, Rick Crowhurst Cabinets will be 

there to advise you through every stage of 

the process. 

  

Contact for a design and quote. 

Located at Factory 5, 5 Vesper Drive 

Narre Warren, VIC (03)97967048 

Rotary International Women’s Day Breakfast Wed 5 
March 2025 

 

This year’s theme was: 

#Accelerate Action for Gender Equality 



 

 

 

The morning started with Taylah 

Corkery, President McClelland College 

Interact Club presenting the Rotary 

message.  Fantastic presentation that 

was well received by the audience.  

Future District Governor in the making.  

Well done! 

 

 

 

Hayley Cull, Deputy CEO of Plan 

International (a leading humanitarian 

organisation focused on child rights and 

girl’s equality) gave a passion address on 

hope.  Much needs to be done to ensure 

girls have access to education and basic 

human rights. 

 

  

HOPE IS

POWER
1

HOPE IS

A GIRL
2

HOPE IS

WINNING
3



  

 

 

 

Professor Melanie Bahlo, Laboratory Head, 

AM FAHMS GAICD - The Walter and Eliza Hall 

Institute of Medical Research (WEHI), spoke 

on the importance of pathways for women into 

Scientific Research.  Even in the case of 

women choosing a career in science there is a 

huge brain drain and less than 10% make it 

through to the top positions in this field. 

Melanie sees sponsorship rather than 

mentoring as the key to success. 

 

 

 

HOPE

BEGINS

IN THE

DARK
4

HOPE IS A

CHOICE
5



 

Please refer to the 10% off discount code in advert. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next meeting:  

Wed 19 March – Speaker: Alan Wickes. Click to review short 

precise on Alan Wickes 

 

Save the date: 

Wed 26 March 25 Board Meeting via Zoom 

Friday 28 March 25 Lyrebird Community Centre 

BBQ/Sausage sizzle on the night of 

their Family Safety Event. 

28 - 30 March 2025 Inaugural District 9815 Conference 

Wed 2 April 25 TBA 

Wed 16 April 25 Speaker: Linda Shelly 123 Read to 

Me 

    

 

 

https://www.alanwickes.net/


Rosters: 
Cashier Setup Tea & Coffee.  Cleanup 

19 March 

Geoff Magor 

 19 March 

All members 

19 March 

David Louden 

19 March 

All members 

 

Abbeyfield Roster: 

Twice monthly on Wednesday mornings, starting at 9:20am. min 2, max four 

volunteers 

19 March 2025 2 April 2025 

Keith Hopkins Keith Hopkins 

John Tame David Hanlon 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 


