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President’s Con’s Message: 

 

The Rotary theme for January is Vocational Service 

Month. During this month, Rotary clubs focus on the 

professional and business lives of their members.  

 

 
 

Special activities to promote the vocational avenue of 

service could include activities helping people with 

physical challenges find jobs, promoting vocational 

service to help others, arranging vocational visits, 

organising plant training, and starting a vocational 

education or skill guidance centre are examples of how 

Rotary can make a difference. 

 

 

District 9815 

RI President: Stephanie Urchick  

District Governor: Colin Byron 

Community Leader: Peter Rawlings  

ROTARY CLUB OF FRANKSTON 

NORTH. INC 

Chartered 7 May 1973 

Web: www.rotaryfrankstonnorth.org/ 

President:  Con Demopoulos 

President Elect:        Linda Tinney 

Past President:   Maree Hutchins 

Secretary:   David Hanlon 

Treasurer:  Geoff Magor 

Club Meetings:  

Kingfisher Hall at Lyrebird Community 

Centre, Carrum Downs 

  

First and third Wednesday of Month 

6.30pm for 7.00pm or by Zoom  

Club Contact 

Secretary David Hanlon 

Mob:  0414 996 798 

  

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update on End Polio Now Program 

Below is the status of Polio for the year ending 2024. 

 

 

As you can see, Polio is ONLY endemic in 2 countries, Afghanistan and Pakistan. In 2022 there 

was an outbreak in Mozambique, and this was due to it being transported from Pakistan. This 

shows the importance of continuing the vaccination program to ensure it is truly eliminated. Sadly 

though, the number of cases increased in 2024 to 92, the highest since 2020. 

Announcements: 

 

Secretary: 

The International Women’s Day Committee are well progressed with the 10th Anniversary 

event. -refer flyer on last page. 
 

This is an important event to showcase Rotary on the Mornington Peninsula and as 

such all members are encouraged to promote the event as widely as possible. 

 

Service Projects:  

We are still busy collecting phones for DV Safe Phones. 

 

Maree has now heard from Nigel Cousins of Frankston Peninsula 2.0 that the pool Hoist is 

locked in. With funds from the Frankston Rotary Clubs, RC of Rosebud Rye, Frankston 

Council, some top up funding by Monash University, and the pool hoist company chipping in 

with a discount and a demo unit, the project can now proceed. Not only does this mean 

accessibility to the pool for the folk challenged with mobility issues this summer, but also a 

training facility for Physiotherapy students for next semester. Photo Op in January or early 

February. 

 

 

 

   

 

 



As described by Murray Verso, Zone 8 End Polio Now Co-ordinator it is like a game of snakes and 

ladders. The explosion of cases in Pakistan and Afghanistan is due to several factors: 

1. The population has become increasingly nomadic resulting in children missing out on 

vaccination programs. 

2. Disinformation about vaccines being a western conspiracy to sterilise Muslims and general 

distrust of vaccines are rampant. 

3. Sometimes communities refuse to allow their children to be vaccinated unless demands 

such as improved infrastructure are met. 

4. Attacks on vaccinators and their police guards are ongoing. 

5. Recently, the Taliban banned door to door vaccinations by female vaccinators. 

 

Despite these challenges, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) believes it is still possible to 

achieve its two strategic goals: 

1. To permanently interrupt transmission of all polio virus in Afghanistan and Pakistan by 

the end of 2025, and if no further cases, certify countries polio free by the end of 

2027. 

2. To stop the transmission of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 by the end of 

2026 and prevent outbreaks in polio-free regions. 

 

A generation ago, poliomyelitis was a feared disease. paralysing hundreds of thousands of children 

every year. Most countries have now eliminated the disease, and our generation is close to 

eradicating it entirely. Something Rotarians can be proud of. 

 

 
 

We would encourage all Rotarians to consider making a tax deductable donation to End Polio Now 

and/or become a member of the Polio Plus Society. Few realise that the Rotary Polio Eradication 

program was the ‘brainchild’ of Sir Clem Renouf, an Australian and former RI President. An 

interview with Sir Clem in 2015 can be viewed on YouTube. 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=9yWjt7MO8h8) 

 

Details on how to donate and/or become a member of the Polio Plus Society can be found on the 

following link: 

https://www.9810rotary.org.au/page/the-rotary-foundation 

 

To date 16 clubs have donated more than $1,000 US to End Polio Now. 

 

Thank you 

David Grieve – District 9815 Polio Co-ordinator 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=9yWjt7MO8h8
https://www.9810rotary.org.au/page/the-rotary-foundation
https://www.9810rotary.org.au/page/the-rotary-foundation


 

 

 

Apologies:  Brian Capon, Simon and Maureen 

Gillham, Mike Goonan, David Louden, Ian 

McConnell, Eric Neill, Colin Price, David 

Shimshon, Linda Tinney, Bev Unitt, and 

Louise Welbourn 

Leave of Absence:  Nil 

Guests Nil 

Zoomers: Nil 

 

MILESTONES:   

Birthdays: John Unitt - 11 January   

Rotary 

 Anniversaries: 

Nil 

Wedding 

 Anniversaries: 

Nil 

 

  

 
  

Wells Automotive are an Australian owned 

and operated workshop servicing our local 

community of Mornington and are part of 

Australia’s largest independent network of  

mechanical workshops, proudly backed by 

the biggest name in the business - Repco. 

  

Located at 5 Progress St Mornington, 

VIC  3931. Call for service - 03 5977 0866. 

 
  

Frankston North Rotary are proud to introduce and recommend our 

Bulletin Sponsors:              

  

RICK CROWHURST CABINETS P/L 

For all your cabinetry requirements, 

Architectural Joinery, Wall Units Kitchen, 

Vanities and Bars 

C  

Whether you are looking for a modern or 

contemporary feel, or something more 

traditional, Rick Crowhurst Cabinets will be 

there to advise you through every stage of 

the process. 

  

Contact for a design and quote. 

Located at Factory 5, 5 Vesper Drive 

Narre Warren, VIC (03)97967048 

FNR Meeting Wed 8 January 2025 - Picnic at Rotunda 

at Ballam Park 

 

While we have many members still on holidays in various 

locations a hardy 12 made it to our shelter at Ballam Park 

for a catch up and reminisce over Xmas and NewYear 

activities. 

We have Eric & Marina and John Tame on the sick list – 

hope each of you recover quickly. 



 

 

Please refer to the 10% off discount code in advert. 

 

  

            

  

 

  

 

Next meeting:  

• Wed 15 January 2025 at Lyrebird Community Centre – special 

guest speaker on link between Greek Mythology and AI. 

 

 

Save the date: 

• Wed 22 January 25 Board Meeting via Zoom. 

• Wed 29 January 25 Social Event (TBA). 

• Wed 5 March 25 International Women’s Day Breakfast at 

Mornington Racecourse. 

 

 

 

 

 



Rosters: 
Cashier Setup Tea & Coffee.  Cleanup 

15 January 

John Tame 

15 January 

All members 

15 January 

Mike Goonan 

15 January 

All members 

 

Abbeyfield Roster: 

Twice monthly on Wednesday mornings, starting at 9:20am. min 2, max four 

volunteers 

Wed 22 Jan 2025 Wed 5 Feb 2025 

Ron Cook Eric Neill 

John Tame Keith Hopkins 

  

    

 

 



 


