
Rotary Ho! 

The Official Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Frankston North Inc 
 

 Volume 38  No 31   2 February 2011 

 
38 Years of Community Service!38 Years of Community Service!  

 

Our 223 rd. Australia Day was cele-

brated at Louden’s with Sakiko and 

her Dad Kio Nomura, host families 

and Stephanie with her parents 

Jackie and Stephen.  

 

Stephanie was hosted by Kio San 

while on Rotary exchange to Japan 

and impressed with her fluent command of Japanese. She 

and her family have accepted an invitation to attend 

Sakiko’s farewell Japanese dinner.  

 

Kio San was made an Honorary Australian Rotarian for the 

day and together with our Banner and Aussie hat, will be 

the centre of attention at his 90 strong lunchtime Club. 

Thank you Shirley and David, hosting 20+ never looked 

easier. 

 

Please be aware of the fast approaching Rotary Birthday 

Celebrations at Pentland Gardens, now to aid the flood 

relief effort and the Shepparton District Conference, which 

has special significance to us. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all early next week, to enjoy 

the waist friendly finger food and fellowship. 

 

Regards to you all,   Charles. 
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ROTARY CLUB OF FRANKSTON NORTH INC 

Chartered 7 May 1973 
 

Web: www.rotaryfrankstonnorth.org/ 
 

President:    Charles Mallia  

President Elect:   Wayne Peterson 

Past President:  David Cahill 

Secretary:    Mike Goonan 

Treasurer:    Don MacDonald 

Sergeants at Arms:   Brian Capon 

Directors:   Con Demopoulos 

   Maureen Gillham 

   David Hanlon 

   Eric Neill 

   Linda Tinney 
 

Club Meetings: 

Every Wednesday at the International Motel, 

Nepean Hwy, Frankston  - 6.00pm for 6.30pm. 
 

Apologies to: 

Secretary Mike Goonan - 0408 559 397 
 

Club Contact: 

Secretary Mike Goonan 

Mob 0408 559 397  

barmik@optusnet.com.au 

PO Box 132, FRANKSTON 3199 
 

Bulletin Editor: 

Jim Baker  Mob  0407 730 619  

or email kayjimb@bigpond.com 

Comments & contributions welcome! 

District 9820 

The Rotary Club of Frankston North Inc is a caring 

group of people who apply their time & talents in 

providing humanitarian support to local & overseas 

communities & individuals while also caring for & 

involving their own members & families 

DONATE LIFE 

Heather Gallery 

 

Wednesday 2 February 

6.00pm for 6.30pm 

Pre dinner nibbles 

Chairperson: David Cahill  

 Guest Rotarian:  Russell Cock 

Meet & Greet: Barry Dean 

Cashier: Graham Wilson 

FEBRUARY — ROTARY WORLD UNDERSTANDING MONTH 

& R.I’s ANNIVERSARY 



WHAT IS THE 10 STORIES HISTORICAL EXHIBITION?  

 

A mobile graphic exhibition of a selection of stories covering ten inter-

esting slices of Frankston’s history- illustrated with maps, drawings and 

photos. 

 

The concept was based on the National Museum of Australia’s mobile 

Ned Kelly Fact and Fiction Exhibition at Mt Buller-an attraction which 

was designed to also promote the summer alpine experience. 

KCA saw the Historical Exhibition as an attraction at the Official launch 

of the Kananook Creek Boulevard in February 2010 and each of the Ten 

Stories is experienced with a feeling nature photo designed to promote 

the wonderful reserves along the creek corridor.    

 

 PURPOSE OF THE TEN STORIES 

 

We saw an urgent need to stimulate interest in the rich history of this 

community. Stories do connect communities over generations- they are 

forever. We would love to see Frankston grandparents and parents 

sharing these stories with their children and grandchildren as has been 

the tradition in most cultures for millennia. Sharing our history is the 

very least we should do. The old connect with the young and the young 

learn to respect the knowledge and wisdom of the old. 

Promote interest in the unfinished 130 year story of the destruction 

and restoration of the Kananook Creek Corridor. One of the important 

Ten Stories of this community is the story of the destruction and the 

restoration of Kananook Creek over the last 130 years. Kananook Creek 

is the very reason for settlement and is intrinsically woven into our 

experience right through our history. We needed to tell the story and to 

stimulate community interest in the shaping of the final restoration 

chapter – a quality community outcome which could be a  genuine 

triumph for this community, an achievement we could be all be proud 

of. This history is in our hands-how will we finish it? 

 

The TEN STORIES OF FRANKSTON chosen were: 

The Bunurong People-what was the early experience between 

the European and aboriginal cultures?  

Early Kananook Creek-what did Grimes actually record in his 

journal? 

Early European Settlers-which European Settler was first? Where 

did the name Frankston  come from   

Frankston Fish Company-the origin of Ritchies  

Infamous Frankston-the gruesome early murders 

Two Fishing Families-McCombs and the Klauers   

Colourful Characters-the hermit on Seaford foreshore and Harry 

McClelland  

Disasters at Sea-including the huge shark attacking the two 

Brown boys on Christmas Eve  

Early Mecca for Tourists-steamers, cyclists & the coffee palace 

The Central Park story and the uneven battle in the town centre 

between creating real community space versus car parks and 

shopping centre forecourts 

 

 

 SAMPLES OF THE TEN STORIES: 

THE FIRST SETTLER 

The first white settler in the area is believed to be John Smith, who in 

1836 built a shack on the hill overlooking the sea. His task was to build a 

church and to convert the local tribe to Christianity. The Bunurong 

people didn’t seem too interested in his ministry so after a short stay, 

John Smith was recalled to Melbourne. 

 

1836 was only one year after John Batman set sail from Launceston. 

 

GRACE MC COMB 

 

Grace Richardson was born on 19 August 1827 at Muddy Plains in Tas-

mania. Although a marriage had been arranged for her by her parents, 

she fell in love with Thomas Mc Comb and the couple was married in 

1844 when Grace was only 17 years old. 

In 1852 they arrived in Frankston. To start with they lived on a tent on 

the beach at the foot of Old Man Davey’s Hill and Thomas became a 

fisherman. 

 

In the land sales of 1854, the couple had saved enough money to be 

able to purchase 5 acres (2.02 hectares) of land in (what is now known 

as) William Street. 

For many years, Frankston had no doctor so Grace took it upon herself 

to act as both nurse and midwife. 

 

Grace was also at the forefront of petitioning the Government for a 

school. Told that she needed to gather twenty signatures on the peti-

tion, Grace travelled miles up and down bush tracks gathering the re-

quired number. Imagine her dismay when she was sent a letter saying 

that they should have been male signatures. 

State School 1464 was duly built and opened on 1 November 1874 with 

an enrolment of 45 pupils. 

 

Grace lived a long and full life, dying in 1915 at the age of 88, leaving 

behind 6 sons, 2 daughters, 47 grandchildren and 33 great-

grandchildren. She lies buried with her husband Thomas beside the 

gates of Frankston Cemetery, the gates being dedicated to Grace for all 

her good works. 

 

THE KANANOOK CREEK STORY 

Discovered on January 30 1803 by a party from the Grimes survey, 

commissioned by Governor King of Sydney. 

The party climbed a hill and saw “a run of fresh water to a lagoon”. 

After travelling in salt water for about a mile upstream they found “a 

fine freshwater river of about 30 feet wide and deep enough for a 

boat”-this stretched six to eight miles parallel with the sea. 

The lagoon was the massive 4,400 hectares of the Carrum Swamp 

whose catchment was some 736 square kilometers. 

In 1879 the Patterson Cut was made to drain the swamp for farming. 

This lead to the gradual destruction of Kananook Creek which became 

by the 1890’s an embarrassment to Frankston and a public health haz-

ard. 

The 130 year restoration story is in its final chapter in the next two 

years with desilting works below Beach Street and the creation of a 

quality community space on the east bank, directly connecting the town 

centre with its waterfront -from embarrassment to source of pride.   
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FRANKSTON—THE 10 STORIES 

FRANKSTON OF OLD 

Reprinted with permission from KCA. 
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REMINDERS 

Quote of the month: 

Known by our works 

   

 

  

  

 

Almon E. Roth, 1930-31 RI president  

  

Each month, we highlight Ro-

tary's history and share an in-

spirational quote from past Ro-

tary leaders. January's quote:  
"Our success or failure will not depend upon 

the machinery of Rotary or its physical growth, 

but upon the extent to which Rotary’s ideals or 

objectives are translated into positive, tangible 

results in personal, business, community, and 

international life. We shall be known by our 

works."  

— Almon E. Roth, 1930-31 RI president, in 

The Rotarian , July 1930  

7 Nights, Ocean Front Apartments,  

(2 adults), Continental & Hot breakfast 

hamper for 7 mornings. 

Dinner two nights at Driftaways Res-

taurant Value $50.00 per couple per 

night. Courtesy bus pick up and return 

from restaurant only. 

Low Season $1098.00 per couple 

High Season $1148.00 per couple 

(01/06/2011—30/09/2011 High Sea-

Used Stamps 
 

Rotary Club Wantirna Project  

Whilst we may throw out stamps on all those lovely bills 

we happily receive each week, the Rotary Club of Wan-

tirna have  been assisting people to raise funds for com-

munity projects with these items we normally consider as 

rubbish. We ask if you would also consider saving stamps 

and give them to Con who will undertake to pass them 

on for our Club to assist this worthy cause. 

 

Where does the money go:  

The Fred Hollows Foundation. 

You might like to know that the District Stamps Fund 

made $5206.80 last Rotary year (2009-2010) which 

makes a neat 208 eyes restored to sight again!! Suddenly 

it makes it all worth while. (By the way, Carrol’s ambition 

at the start of last year was to give sight to 160 of our 

fellow Australians in the “top end”, so she has well and 

truly passed her aspirations). District Governor David 

Alexanders approval - “Sight for Sore Eyes” will continue 

during 2010-2011. 

Medallion Club 
 

Once again we have the opportunity for someone to 

win a fantastic Football prize. 

 

Tickets only $20 each 

 

 1st Prize—4 Tickets to the Medallion Club plus 

$200for meals. 

 

2nd Prize—2 Tickets to the Medallion Club plus 

 $100 for meals 

 

3rd Prize—2 Tickets to the Medallion Club  

 

Wonderful opportunity as a gift or sale to footy 

friends whilst helping the club raise funds for  

community challenges. 

 

See Don MacDonald or Ian Gardner. 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

DIRECTORS & CONFERENCE 

Off Site Meeting 

Wednesday 16 February 

6.30pm for 7pm 

Partners Night 

Chairperson: Wayne Peterson 

Guest Rotarian:  Maureen Gillham 

Meet & Greet: Barry Dean 

Cashier: Graham Wilson 

 

ROTARY ANNIVERSARY 

PENTLAND GARDENS 

Wednesday 23 February 

6.30pm  

Partners Night 

 

Daniel Richards 

Returning Exchange Student 

Wednesday 9 February 

6.30pm for 7pm 

Partners Night 

Chairperson: David Cox  

 Guest Rotarian:  Susan Brown 

Meet & Greet: Barry Dean 

Cashier: Graham Wilson 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

Man: How old is your father? 

Boy: As old as me 

Man: How can that be?  

Boy: He became a father only when I was born 

 

FUTURE GUEST ROTARIANS 

THE INVOCATION 

“For good food, good fellowship and the opportunity to 

serve through Rotary we give thanks” 
 

THE LOYAL TOAST 

“To Her Majesty the Queen, and the People of Australia” 
 

THE FOUR WAY TEST 

Of the things we think, say or do . . . 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2.Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

ROTARY  

ROTARY CLUB VENUE DAY TIME 

Frankston International Motel  Thursday 6pm for 6.30pm 

Frankston/Long Island Frankston Li fe Saving Club 1s t & 3rd Thursday 7am for 7.15am 

Frankston Sunrise Davey’s Bar Wednesday 6.45am for 7am 

Langwarrin Baxter Tavern Monday 6.30pm for 7pm 

Mt Eliza  Toorak College Tuesday 6pm for 6.30pm 

Seaford/Carrum The Sands Hotel  Tuesday  6.30pm for 7pm 

MAKE-UP VENUES 

 

ROTARY ANNIVERSARY 

David Cahill -  8th Feb  1996 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

Carla Spring -  6th Feb 

  

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Nil this week. 

 

 

23/02/2011 Wed 
Rotary 106th Anniversary, joint Ne-

pean Clubs, at Pentland Gardens 

3/03/2011 Wed Japanese Restaurant Night 

15/03/2011 Tue Bowls Night 

8/03/2011 Tue Sakiko returns to Japan 

25/03/2011 Fri District 9820 Conference Shepparton 

   

17/04/2011 Wed Sports Night 

21/05/2011 4 days 2011 RI Convention New Orleans 

REMINDER OF COMING EVENTS 

SOME HUMOUR 

  

2/02/2011 Russell Cock 

9/02/2011 Susan Brown 

16/02/2011 Maureen Gillham 

23/02/2011 Pentland Gardens 

2/03/2011 Ken Hart 

9/03/2011 Bob Denham 

16/03/2011 Rod Puls 

23/03/2011 Jane Griffiths 

30/03/2011 Ian Gardner 

This meeting is a fully catered 

night at Con’s place. 
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