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R I President:   Ron D. Burton  

District Governor:   Tim Moore 

Assistant Governor:   Brian Mellady 

 

ROTARY CLUB OF FRANKSTON NORTH INC 

Chartered 7 May 1973 

Web: www.rotaryfrankstonnorth.org/ 

 

President:     Don MacDonald 

President Elect:    Maureen Gillham 

Past President:   Judi McKee  

Secretary:     Mark Sammut 

Treasurer:     Russell Cock 

Sergeant at Arms:   Con Demopoulos 

Directors:     

Bill Fowler   Voca,onal 

Eric Neill   Membership 

Tony Spring   Founda,on 

John Tame   Services 

Linda Tinney   Public Rela,ons 

Club Meengs: 

Every Wednesday at the Interna,onal Motel,  

389 Nepean Hwy, Frankston  - 6.00pm for 6.30pm. 

Club Contact: 

Secretary Mark Sammut 

Mob: 0433 975 500 

PO Box 132, FRANKSTON 3199 

Apologies to: 

Secretary Mark Sammut 

Mob: 0433 975 500 

Or via the Club web page   

Bullen Editor: 

Michael Goonan 

Mob:  0408 559 397 

Email:  barmik@optusnet.com.au 

 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 

Of all the things we think, say or do . . . 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOODWILL & BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

District 9820 

The Rotary Club of Frankston North Inc is a caring group of people who apply their �me & talents in providing humanitarian 

support to local & overseas communi�es & individuals while also caring for & involving their own members & families 

THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM 

PARTNERS NIGHT 
6:30 for 7:00 pm 
Mark Wallace 

“The Future of Rotary” 
 

 FROM PRESIDENT DON 

MILESTONES 

 ROTARY ANNIVERSARY: 

    Nil 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 

Bob and Helen Edgar—23 August 1969 

It is not often we get to listen to 
an MP from Nigeria, and Dr. 
Sokonte Davies provided a really 
good overview of the emerging 
democracy there. He explained 
how vested interest had taken 
much of the mineral wealth with-
out giving back to the country 
but since democracy has been 
restored the Nigerian people are 
benefitting from stronger regula-
tory processes and he was of the 
view that this will ensure that the 
country will prosper. 

We have recently received from the branding committee their 
“due diligence” report.  For me it was good to see the 
“Frankston North Rotary” branding project progress as quick-
ly as it has, and we have been advised by Linda that we should 
appoint a “Media” officer who should have tenure of two 
years, to maximise the impact the branding exercise can have. 
A sample of the new banner was provided and it will contain 
the words “Frankston North Rotary” with a sub text 
“Supporting Communities”.  The report advised that we can 
have everything completed prior to our recruitment initiative 
in November – a great effort by the committee! 

BIRTHDAYS: 

  Bill Fowler—25 August 
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AUGUST IS MEMBERSHIP and  EXTENSION MONTH 

LAST WEEK’S PROGRAM 

Chairman:        Russell Cock 

Apologies:      Peter Newman, Michael Shanks, David Cahill, Maureen Gillham  

Leave of Absence:  Bob Edgar, Robert Pill, Geoff Magor, Tony Spring 

Guest:        Peter Wade (Russell Cock) 

President Don: 

� Nomina,ons for GSE Team Members and Team Leader are open.  Please forward nomina,ons 

to President Don in Tony Spring’s absence. 

� Secretary Mark made a presenta,on to RC Dandenong South East on our “Friends of Rotary” 

program, which generated interest among Club Members. 

Secretary Mark: 

� Those intending to aAend the “Avenues of Service” Forum at Nossel High School in Berwick on 

8
th

 September are asked to tell Mark so he can inform District, for catering purposes.  

Treasurer Russell: 

� There are s,ll 7 Club Members who are not financial for this Rotary half year.  The normally 

affable Treasurer is threatening to get grumpy, so please fix him up immediately. 

Announcements: 

Wayne Peterson: 

� There are 13 Club volunteers for the Charity Golf Day on 7
th

 September  and a total of 31 from 

other par,cipa,ng groups. More volunteers are also welcome. Alloca,on of jobs will be com-

municated shortly. 

Eric Neill: 

� Planning for the Rotary Membership Development Informa,on Night, pencilled in for 13
th

 No-

vember, is proceeding.  A top line speaker is being pursued. 

Linda Tinney: 

� A Branding mee,ng has been held and good progress made.  It will be geared towards the 

Membership Development Night, par,cularly the Gen Y group. 

� The successful Trauma Teddy program at Peninsula Health where children in the Emergency 

Department of Frankston Hospital  are presented with a kniAed Teddy.  More Teddy’s are al-

ways needed and the paAern has now been added to our web site, so all those who wield 

kniFng needles with aplomb are asked to put their skill to work.  

Colin Price: 

� Work is proceeding on the Rotary Youth 

Awards program.  The par,cipa,ng stu-

dents are working well and will talk to the 

Club in the near future.  We are looking at 

using the Council Chambers for presenta-

,on of cer,ficates for the students. 

Ron Cook: 

� Students from McClelland College have 

again helped with pain,ng of the 180 bol-

lards at Ballam Park, under the supervision 

of Ron.  This is part of our “Adopt a Park” 

commitment with the Frankston City 

Council. 

 

SERGEANT  CON 
 
Fact of the Week:  
The actual smallest sovereign entity 
in the world is the Sovereign Mili-
tary Order of Malta (S.M.O.M) .  It 

is located in the city of Rome, Italy and has an 
area of two tennis courts.  In 2001, S.M.O.M 
had a population of 80; 20 less than The Vatican.  
It is a sovereign entity under international law, 
just as The Vatican is.  S.M.O.M has permanent 
observer status at the United Nations. The order 
is notable for issuing its own international pass-
ports for travel, postal stamps, along with its 
formal insignia, often portrayed as a white or 
gold Maltese Cross. 
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AUGUST IS MEMBERSHIP and  EXTENSION MONTH 

THE INVOCATION 

“For good food, good fellowship and the opportunity to serve 

through Rotary, we give thanks” 

THE LOYAL TOAST 

“To The Queen, and the People of Australia” 

Australians all let us rejoice 
For we are young and free 

We've golden soil and wealth for toil, 
Our home is girt by sea: 

Our land abounds in nature's gifts 
Of beauty rich and rare, 

In history's page let every stage 
Advance Australia fair, 

In joyful strains then let us sing 
Advance Australia fair. 

Rob Pill reports from his summer residence in Aulon, France that most of the work on the house for the 

year is finished. The attic has been lined with foil insulation which worked well during the heat in the past 

couple of weeks.  
They found a couple of new Chateaus closer to home that were well worth the visit. These were at Miel-

lant and Villemonteix. They are quite small in size but make up for it in quality.  

One of the quirky places they we have come across is the nearby town of Fursac. It is actually two towns - 

St. Pierre de Fursac and St. Etienne de Fursac, so it has two councils, two mayors and two town halls that 

are built beside each other as a pair. There seems to be no obvious boundary between the two. 

 Rob and Carole-Ann will be back in their other summer home, in Frankston, soon. 

KEY DATES 

 

04 Sep—Michelle Bourke, Artlive Media 

07 Sep—Charity Golf Day , Peninsula Golf Club 

08 Sep—Avenues of Service Forum, Nossal H.S. 

 

NEXT WEEK 

6:00 for 6:30 pm 

Anita Kropacsy 

“Leaders of Disncon” 

Guest Speaker:               Dr Sokonte Davies MP “Nigerian Parliament” 
 
Sokonte is a member of the Nigerian Parliament representing the Degema Bonny Constituency of River State 
for the Peoples Democratic Party. River State surrounds the Niger River including the Niger river delta.  He 

was first elected to Parliament in 2007 and is serving his second 
term of 4 years.  He currently sits on 7 committees.  There are 2 
Houses of Parliament in Nigeria, which is modelled on the Unit-
ed States and the Head of State is the President. The Senate is a 
109-seat body with three members from each State and one 
from the capital region of Abuja; members are elected by popu-
lar vote to four-year terms. The House of Representatives con-
tains 360 seats and the number of seats per state is determined 
by population.  
Politics in The Federal Republic of Nigeria is difficult because 
there are 760 language groups and a vast disparity of wealth in 
the country.  
The presence of Rotary is well known through Polio Plus, schol-
arships for students and leadership in environmental issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sokonte Davies MP addressing us  

A Notice by R.I acknowledged that the final report for the 
Matching Grant for the sustainable farming program for low 
income residents of Popua, outside of Nuku’alofa in Tonga. 
This closes out another successful project in Tonga, under the 
Rotary Matching Grant initiative.  This program was again driv-
en by Bob Edgar, who can be seen taking a well earned rest at 
his farm near Bendigo.  Congratulations Bob! Although Bob 
will be leaving our Club he has invited us to be involved in fu-
ture projects in Tonga  


