
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
R I President:   K.R. “Ravi” Ravindran 
District Governor:   Merv Williams 
Assistant Governor:   David Hanlon 
 
ROTARY CLUB OF FRANKSTON NORTH INC 
Chartered 7 May 1973 

Web: www.rotaryfrankstonnorth.org/ 
 
President:     Mark Sammut 
President Elect:    Eric Neill 
Past President:   Maureen Gillham 
Secretary:     David Hanlon 
Treasurer:     Rod Puls 
Sergeant at Arms:   Ron Cook 
Directors:     

Eric Neill    Club Service 
Wayne Peterson  Fund Raising 
Don MacDonald  Membership 
Tony Spring   Foundation 
Geoff Magor   Service Projects 
Judi McKee    Public Relations 

Club Meetings: 
Every Wednesday at the International Motel,  
389 Nepean Hwy, Frankston  - 6.00pm for 6.30pm. 

Club Contact: 
Secretary David Hanlon 
Mob: 0414 996 798 
PO Box 132, FRANKSTON 3199 

Apologies to: 
Secretary David Hanlon 
Mob: 0414 996 798 
Or via the Club web page   

Bulletin Editor: 
Michael Goonan 
Mob:  0408 559 397 
Email:  mjgoonan@optusnet.com.au 
 
Club Bank Details: 
BSB: 633-108  Account: 1344 30875 
Account Name: Rotary Club of Frankston North Inc. 
 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 

Of all the things we think, say or do . . . 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOODWILL & BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

District 9820 

Frankston North Rotary is a caring group of people who apply their time & talents in providing humanitarian support to local & 
overseas communities & individuals while also caring for & involving their own members & families 

FROM PRESIDENT MARK 

MILESTONES 

 ROTARY ANNIVERSARY: 
  Con Demopoulos - 11 June 1986 
  Glenn Ellam   -  13 June 1979 

E very person in this 
world has a story to 
tell if you have the 
time to listen. Being a 

Rotarian affords us the time and 
the opportunity to hear these 
individual stories. At last week’s 
joint meeting with Peninsula 2.0 
Rotary, we heard Carol Tapi-
oca’s story.  
Those who can remember 
Carol’s first presentation to the 
club back in July last year and 

contrast it with last Wednesday’s rendition would have seen the 
explosion in her confidence.  
I do not wish to rehash Carol’s presentation but would rather 
talk about the intrinsic factors. The first and most obvious was 
that Carol wanted to tell her story, almost as if had been perco-
lating within her until it bubbled out. Given the right environ-
ment and an encouraging and sympathetic audience anyone can 
find their voice. All good stories are filled with heart felt emo-
tion and good humour, all of these was expressed in spades. 

(continued on page 2) 

 BIRTHDAYS: 
  Lyndall Puls  - 14 June 
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 WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: 
  Ron & Anne Cook - 10 June 1972 

  THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM 

6:00 for 6:30  
 

Community Raffle Draw 
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JUNE IS ROTARY FELLOWSHIPS MONTH 

LAST WEEK’S PROGRAM 

Finally, all good stories acknowledge the people that made a difference along the way. Our club really owes a 
debt of gratitude to Maureen and Simon for opening the home and hearts and welcoming Carol into their life 
for five months. This gift was not lost on Carol either and her thanks and the way she spoke of Maureen and 
Simon highlighted the impact they had at the start of her exchange. 
 
The Youth Exchange Program run by Rotary and District give young people such as Carol the opportunity to 
create their own stories, far from home and their friends. Youth Exchange challenges student’s whole notion 
of identity, security and family. Gives them a safe and loving environment to grow and develop into people 
that they wish to be. I cannot think of a greater gift that Rotarians can give for the future generations. 
I would like to thank the club in supporting Carol’s youth exchange. The cost is not insignificant and the com-
mitment of Maureen, Simon, Con and Loula not forgotten.  Carol’s exchange has been one of the many high-
lights of this Rotary year, 
 

Until next week, keep happy and safe. 
 
President Mark 

(continued from page 1) 

Exchange Student Carol Tapioca Farewell Report 
 
Carol spoke of her Youth Study Exchange program in Australia at a joint meeting with her 2 Host Clubs, 
Frankston and Peninsula 2.0. 
She arrived in Australia from her home city of Ara-
caju, Brazil on August 15, 2015 and returns of June 
15. She arrived here with very little English and when 
she excused her lack of the language, the general re-
ply was “No worries mate, we don’t speak English; 
we speak Australian.” 
She spent the first 2 weeks with her Councillor, Con 
& Loula Demopoulos and their family, who immedi-
ately began teaching her how to speak English and 

how to cook—no wonder she now speaks English 
with a Greek accent. 
Her first Host family was Maureen and Simon Gill-

ham, where she lived for 5 months.  She soon went to Western Australia to meet the big Gillham family and 
was with them when Maureen and Simon’s first grandchild, Audrey was born.  

Chairman:   Mark Sammut 
Apologies:     Barry Dean, Beverley  Unitt, Peter Newman  
Leave of Absence: Anne Linton, Maureen Gillham 
Guest:     Tony & Carol Crawford, Carol Tapioca, Rohan Puls, Isabela Andrade, An Walsh. 
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JUNE IS ROTARY FELLOWSHIPS MONTH 

NEXT WEEK  

Youth Protection Policy 

COMING UP 

  29 June  - President’s Night 
     6 July   - Club Changeover Night 

 Carol then moved to Peninsula 2.0 and was hosted by Trudy & 
Russell Poole, and Ann and Nigel Cousins. 
She joined in the Ride to Conference program with Russell and the 
other exchange students after some last minute training, and man-
aged to make it to Wangaratta. She covered 600 km, more to her 
surprise than anyone else’s. Carol was part of the Exchange Stu-
dents presentation at the Conference. 

The Exchanges Students  Rock to Reef 
Safari again took place and Carol was 
an eager participant in it.  They travelled from Adelaide to Uluru and caught the rare sight of the Rock covered 
in cloud.  They stayed in Alice Springs, then moved to the coast to visit Airlie Beach, Cairns, Rockhampton, 
Surfers Paradise and Sydney.  This was probably the most exciting part of the Exchange for Carol, despite 
losing her phone containing many priceless photographs of her amazing experiences and places during her 
unforgettable year in Australia. 
Carol thanked her Councillor, Host Parents, and Rotarians from Frankston North and Peninsular 2.0 Club, 
who along with their families, for all they did to make her Rotary Student Exchange  the best year of her life.  
These people showed her the best of the Australian culture and friendship and will provide her with lifelong 
memories and friends in Australia.  She has also made friends with many other students who will be returning 
to their own countries. 
The Rotary Youth Exchange Program must be one of the best programs the Rotary runs when we can see the 
change it makes to young lives from other parts of the world and gives Host Rotarians so much pleasure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol with President Mark, President John.....and some 
other creature.......  


