
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
R I President:   K.R. “Ravi” Ravindran 
District Governor:   Merv Williams 
Assistant Governor:   David Hanlon 
 
ROTARY CLUB OF FRANKSTON NORTH INC 
Chartered 7 May 1973 

Web: www.rotaryfrankstonnorth.org/ 
 
President:     Mark Sammut 
President Elect:    Eric Neill 
Past President:   Maureen Gillham 
Secretary:     David Hanlon 
Treasurer:     Rod Puls 
Sergeant at Arms:   Ron Cook 
Directors:     

Eric Neill    Club Service 
Wayne Peterson  Fund Raising 
Don MacDonald  Membership 
Tony Spring   Foundation 
Geoff Magor   Service Projects 
Judi McKee    Public Relations 

Club Meetings: 
Every Wednesday at the International Motel,  
389 Nepean Hwy, Frankston  - 6.00pm for 6.30pm. 

Club Contact: 
Secretary David Hanlon 
Mob: 0414 996 798 
PO Box 132, FRANKSTON 3199 

Apologies to: 
Secretary David Hanlon 
Mob: 0414 996 798 
Or via the Club web page   

Bulletin Editor: 
Michael Goonan 
Mob:  0408 559 397 
Email:  mjgoonan@optusnet.com.au 
 
Club Bank Details: 
BSB: 633-108  Account: 1344 30875 
Account Name: Rotary Club of Frankston North Inc. 
 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 

Of all the things we think, say or do . . . 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOODWILL & BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

District 9820 

Frankston North Rotary is a caring group of people who apply their time & talents in providing humanitarian support to local & 
overseas communities & individuals while also caring for & involving their own members & families 

FROM PRESIDENT MARK 

MILESTONES 

  
 ROTARY ANNIVERSARY: 
  None this week 
   

A t this upcoming 
week I wish to 
take the time out 
to make a presen-

tation to the club looking at 
the goals which we all agreed 
to at the start of the year and 
look at what we have 
achieved as a club thus far. It 
is only looking backwards 
can we really see how far the 
club has moved forward in 

the past 11 months. I look forward to presenting this retro-
spective on Wednesday and hope that it will stimulate 
thought, ideas and debate. 
I typically think that religion and politics should not play 
a role in a Rotary club. Rotary International is very care-
ful not to align itself to any ethnicity, political or religious 
belief and this gives Rotarians freedom to do their work 
throughout the world. Eradication of Polio being case in 

(continued on page 2) 

 BIRTHDAY: 
  None this week 
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  WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: 
  None this week 

  THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM 

6:00 for 6:30 
 

Club Assembly  
& Director's Reports  
Chairman: PE Eric Neill 
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LAST WEEK’S PROGRAM 

point. 
However, I dip my toe this week into that murky pool. At the recent Federal Budget I was disap-
pointed with the decision to again reduce the foreign aid budget for the third year running. Australia 
was seen by its neighbours as a benevolent friend but this image is diminishing. I don’t want to de-
bate the ethics of the decision but want to pose the question – how does these actions affect Rotary 
Clubs? There is no doubt that this decision again puts additional pressure on Rotary to take up the 
slack when governments cannot. Our club has had a wonderful history of International projects, es-
pecially in Tonga and more recently in India. The challenge for our club is how are we going to 
identify, project plan and fund ongoing International programs? I believe as Rotarians we need to 
take responsibility and almost our obligation to take on broader roles in helping our near and far 
neighbours. Some food for thought. 
 
Until Next week 
Keep safe and happy. 
 
President Mark. 

(continued from page 1) 

Announcements: 
 
President Mark: 
 Mark welcomed Club member, our guests and particularly our guest speaker Doug Stewart from South 

East Water, which he spends a lot of money with.  
Secretary David: 
 We received a card from the Moira Foundation thanking Judi and the Club for our donation following the 

International Women’s Day Breakfast. 
 We need to know how many from the Club intend to the District Changeover Luncheon on Sunday, July 3.  

Could those interested please contact David. 
 The joint meeting with RC Peninsula 2.0 at The International Motel on July 1 to farewell our Exchange 

Student Carol is a designated Partner’s Night.  Please let David if you, and/or your partner will be attend-
ing. 

PE Eric 
 We received a note from our former member Jim Baker, now with RC Mundingburra in Townsville, in-

forming us that the Rotary Club of Dili Lafaek in Timor-Leste has been chartered.  Jim’s Club had a major 
role in making this happen and, during his visit to Frankston over Christmas, asked us for some financial 
help.  We donated $200 to help create this new Club.  Rotaract is very strong in Dili and retiring Rota-
racters wanted to continue their community work but could not afford the additional cost of a formal Ro-
tary Club so, with donations like ours, were able to set up a Rotary Club structured to their financial situa-
tion.  

 Monteract are having a working Bee at Monterey SC on Saturday, May 21 from 8:00 am till noon.  We 
have been asked to help with this project.  Please indicate if you can attend.  Note that this date has 
changed due to a clash of events.  

 Our District Conference is in Hobart  March 24-26, 2017 and we need expressions of interest sent to Eric 
so preliminary accommodation can be booked this week. 

Geoff Magor 
 Selling time left for the Community Raffle tickets expires of May 18, so could you follow up the participat-

ing organisations assigned to you before then to ensure that they are on track to return tickets, cheques, 
Stat. Decs, etc, immediately following the closure of sales so we can process them.  Remember tickets are 

Chairman:   Rhonda Idczak 
Apologies:     Barry Dean, Beverley  Unitt, Con Demopoulos  
Leave of Absence: Anne Linton, Maureen Gillham 
Guests:    Don Lindsey, Russell Wilkie, Pat Idczak, Doug Stewart  
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NEXT WEEK  

6:00 for 6:30 
 

Spy Novels 
Ray Scott 

 

not permitted to be sold tickets after May 18. 
Ron Cook 
 Ron thanked the Club for the condolences and support following the passing of his brother. 
Tony Spring 
 Back from his duties at the Rotary Council on Legislation in Chicago, Tony informed us the Rotary Mone-

tary Exchange Rate is at the best is likely for the foreseeable future and, if we are considering donating to 
The Rotary Foundation and Polio Plus, now is the best time to do it. 

Glenn Ellam 
 The Entertainment books have arrived for those who have ordered the.  There some extras if anyone wants 

to make great savings on meals and other indulgences while raising money for the Club 

South East Water Network 
Doug Stewart 

Group Manager Operations 
Doug started as a graduate engineer with the State Rivers and Water Sup-
ply Commission in 1974 and has worked in a variety of organisations and 
positions in the water supply industry.  These include Urban Water Sup-
ply, Major Dams Design, Rural Water Supply and Operation and Mainte-
nance of Victoria’s large dams.  He lives locally with his wife Pam and 
has 4 children. 
South East Water merged it’s offices in Heatherton and Lynbrook and 

moved it’s 580 employees to the new Frankston Office in September 2015.  This has improved communica-
tion and productivity and the staff enjoy the great work environment it provides, with it’s open work spaces 
and magnificent view over Port Phillip Bay.  The location in the heart of Frankston provides a better work/life 
balance due to the lunchtime cafe’s and shopping, and enables the staff to become part of the Frankston com-
munity. 
SEW is responsible for the provision of water and sewerage services to more than 708,000 customers in an 
area from Port Melbourne to Portsea, Wantirna, Boronia and Lang Lang.  They are one of 3 retail water com-
panies that supplies Melbourne, along with Yarra Valley Water and City West Water who all buy water from 
the wholesaler, Melbourne Water.  SEW manages more than 24 km of pipelines that delivered 127.48 billion 
litres of water and collected 101 billion litres of sewage in 2015.  It also supplied 4.7 billion litres of recycled 
water in 2015. 
The SEW Operations staff of 32 are responsible for the operation and monitoring of: 

- Water Supply System 
- Sewage System 
- Recycled Water System including inspection 
- Fire Services and Backflow 
- Water Quality 
- Operation of the Network Control Centre  

The majority of the customers water supply comes through gravity mains from MW’s Cardinia, Silvan and 
Tarago reservoirs through an integrated transfer system in accordance with the Bulk Water Supply Agreement, 
whereby MW guarantee quality and pressure at various interface points in the network.  

(continued on page 4) 

COMING UP 

   1 June   - Joint Meeting RC Peninsula 2.0  
   8 June  - Community Raffle Draw 
 29 June  - President’s Night 
    6 July  - Club Changeover Night 
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Duties for Meetings 
      
    Cashier     Greeters      Room Setup and Put Away 
 
May   David Louden   Peter Newman      Charles Mallia 
           Charles Mallia      David Cahill 
                     Con Demopoulos 
 
 
June   Judi McKee    John Tame       Eric Neill 
           Charles Mallia      Brian Capon 
                     Russell Cock 

The controversial Wonthaggi Desalination Plant is a rainfall-independent source of water that complements 
our existing catchments  It can produce high quality water whenever required making it a resource that will be 
valued in times of future drought.    The project was a public/private partnership fully funded by the private 
sector and delivered by Aquasure.  It is a reverse osmosis plant with an initial capacity of 150 billion litres p.a. 
with the ability to expand to 200 billion.  It has two underground tunnels (one for seawater inlet and one for 
returning the outlet brine) located 15 metres below the seabed measuring 1.2 and 1.5 km long and each with a 
4 metre internal diameter, and associated marine inlet and outlet structures more than 20 metres below the wa-
ter surface. There are 7 delivery points along the 84 km of pipeline to the Cardinia Reservoir and it’s own un-
derground power supply.  The current trigger point for Melbourne Water storage levels is 59%.  In April 2016, 
the State government placed an order for 50 billion litres of water to be delivered in the next financial year to 
Cardinia Reservoir and mixed with surface water from MW’s protected catchments and mainly delivered to 
SEW. SEW has offtakes off the desalinated water pipeline at Koo Wee Rup and Lang Lang. 
 
The Sewage System  managed by SEW is a gravity system that collects and delivers sewage via pump stations 
to Treatment Plants.  The majority of sewage is treated at MW’s Eastern Plant, but SEW has 8 smaller treat-
ment plants at Boneo, Mt Martha, Somers, Pakenham, Blind Bight, Koo Wee Rup, Lang Lang and Longwarry. 
Currently SEW is providing an innovative solution to older areas with septic tanks.  It consists of individual 
pumps that replace septic tanks on customers properties and pump via pressure pipelines to discharge points in 
the gravity sewer system.  Currently over 4000 systems have been installed in places like Belgrave, Tooradin, 
Sorrento and Rye. 
 

SEW supplies Recycled Water to 7,735 residential and 102 non-residential customers, and in 2013-2014 deliv-
ered 4.2 billion litres of recycled to those properties.  Recycled water can be used to flush toilets, water the 
garden and lawn, wash clothes, wash cars (on the lawn only), clean outside areas, wash and feed pets.  It 
should not be used to drink, cook with or use in the kitchen, shower or bathe, fill swimming pools or spas, op-
erative evaporate cooling systems of fill children’s water toys. 
 

The Network Operation Centre in SEW’s Frankston building is a 
high tech facility that monitors operational alarms, system and 
trend analysis, asset entry and security camera alarms.  This is 
done from an office with a bank of screens that eliminates the 
need for a team of inspectors spending all day driving around the 
assets to check on them. 
 

The Safe Drinking Water Regulations set water quality require-
ments for risk management, auditing, monthly and annual report-
ing, sampling locations and frequency, and testing limits.  To 
meet these requirements, SEW Operations takes over 8000 water 
samples from customer taps, storages and transfer mains.  More 
than 50 parameters are tested across 39 sampling localities. 
There are 23 secondary chlorinators installed throughout the sys-
tem and 11 water quality monitoring asset in use.  This is addi-
tion to tank inspections, security monitoring , tank and main 
cleaning. 

(continued from page 3) 

President Mark thanks Doug  
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