
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
R I President:   K.R. “Ravi” Ravindran 
District Governor:   Merv Williams 
Assistant Governor:   David Hanlon 
 
ROTARY CLUB OF FRANKSTON NORTH INC 
Chartered 7 May 1973 

Web: www.rotaryfrankstonnorth.org/ 
 
President:     Mark Sammut 
President Elect:    Eric Neill 
Past President:   Maureen Gillham 
Secretary:     David Hanlon 
Treasurer:     Rod Puls 
Sergeant at Arms:   Ron Cook 
Directors:     

Eric Neill    Club Service 
Wayne Peterson  Fund Raising 
Don MacDonald  Membership 
Tony Spring   Foundation 
Geoff Magor   Service Projects 
Judi McKee    Public Relations 

Club Meetings: 
Every Wednesday at the International Motel,  
389 Nepean Hwy, Frankston  - 6.00pm for 6.30pm. 

Club Contact: 
Secretary David Hanlon 
Mob: 0414 996 798 
PO Box 132, FRANKSTON 3199 

Apologies to: 
Secretary David Hanlon 
Mob: 0414 996 798 
Or via the Club web page   

Bulletin Editor: 
Michael Goonan 
Mob:  0408 559 397 
Email:  mjgoonan@optusnet.com.au 
 
Club Bank Details: 
BSB: 633-000  Account: 1344 30875 
Account Name: Rotary Club of Frankston North Inc. 
 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 

Of all the things we think, say or do . . . 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOODWILL & BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

District 9820 

Frankston North Rotary is a caring group of people who apply their time & talents in providing humanitarian support to local & 
overseas communities & individuals while also caring for & involving their own members & families 

FROM PRESIDENT MARK 

MILESTONES 

 ROTARY ANNIVERSARY: 
  None this week 

A dversity comes in 
many forms. At times 
adversity is thrust 

upon innocent people. Imagine 
its 1961 and your mother takes 
two Thalidomide tablets pre-
scribed by her doctor for morn-
ing sickness. The child that is 
born has no arms as a result of 
those two tiny tablets. 
 
This is what happened to Brian 

Gault, a Thalidomide survivor and last week’s guest 
speaker. Brian’s story was both confronting and inspiring. 
It shows that the human spirit can survive and indeed flour-
ish no matter what the obstacles placed in the way. The 
reason why Brian was able to overcome his obstacles and 
flourish was because he had a purpose and reasons to live. 
His faith, good humour and his ability to look for the posi-
tive things in life made all the difference. 

(continued on page 2) 

 BIRTHDAY: 
  None this week 
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  WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: 
  Anne Linton & Robert Jackson 
    - 25 October 1992 

 THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM 

6:00 for 6:30 pm  
 

Club Assembly 
Chairman: PE Eric Neill 



 

 

Rotary Ho! - Page  2  

OCTOBER IS ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MONTH 

LAST WEEK’S PROGRAM 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
President Mark: 
We are having a Working Bee at Monterey Secondary College to clean up around the school in prepara-

tion for their Fete. It is on Saturday, 24th October at 1-5 pm.  It is a huge job involving weeding, mowing, 
painting and we will be joined by members of the school community to get the job done. 

The Frankston North Community magazine 3200 has an excellent article about our involvement with 
Monterey SC and particularly in the creation of the Interact Club at Monterey Secondary Club.  There is a 
similar article in the Principal’s newsletter to students, parent and friends of Monterey SC. 

Mark is meeting with the Coordinator of Graffiti Removal at Frankston Council, along with the president 
and Vice President of Monteract, to set up a structure and obtain support of the Monteract project to 
remove graffiti around the school. 

Mark and Treasurer Rod met with the Manager of the Bendigo Community Bank in Carrum Downs to dis-
cuss a partnership with our Club.  Bendigo has agreed to provide a $1000 bank account as a prize in the 
Community Raffle and we agreed to transfer our Club Account to that Bank.  There are other fundraising 
initiatives being worked on with the Bank. 

Secretary David: 
Board Members are reminded that reports for this week’s Board Meeting are due now. 
Treasurer Rod: 
RC Cranbourne is sponsoring a “Grow a Spud in a Bucket” competition.  For $30 ($15 for children) you can 

pick up your seed potato and bucket at Blairlogie (685 North Rd, South Cranbourne, ph:5978 7900). On 
Harvest Day on 21st Feb prizes will be awarded for Heaviest Potato, Most Unusual Looking Potato and 
total weight of Crop.  All Funds go to Blairlogie Living and Learning Inc. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Chairman:     Charles Mallia 
Guests:    Carol Tapioca, Brian & May Gault 
Apologies:     Barry Dean, Ben Connolly, Beverley  Unitt, Michael Hall,  Geoff Magor, Jenny Ludlow,  
      John Tame, Peter Newman, Eric Neill, Colin Price  
Leave of Absence: Anne Linton, Brian Capon 

 
Brian and his wife May are currently assisting Thalidomide survivor’s in Brazil, where unbelievably 
it is administered to people suffering Leprosy. Brian has written a book and money raised from this 
book support his work in Brazil. 
 
On a personal level these were the three take home messages that were important to me. It is impor-
tant to have a purpose in life, a reason for you to get up in the morning and live. Secondly, you can’t 
do it alone, you need a friend in life. Finally, seeing the glass half full and not dwelling on ifs or 
buts, the ability to see a direction and path forward in life. 
 
I would like to thank PP Con for arranging Brian and May to come and speak to our club. I am sure 
that as Rotarians and fellow human beings, we all were able to find some inspiration and personal 
reflection through the life of Brian Gault. 
 

Until next week, keep safe and be happy. 
President Mark 

(Continued from page 1) 
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OCTOBER IS ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MONTH 

NEXT MEETING 

6:00 for 6:30 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Chairman:  President Mark 

COMING UP 

14 Nov  - Garden Party at Mark and Jane’s Home 
4 Nov    - Pre Oaks Day Meeting Event 
18 Nov  - Club Annual General Meeting 
21 Nov  - All day Outlet shopping trip & lunch 
25 Nov  - Monterey S.C. Interact Charter Night 

Judi McKee: 
Tickets are now available from Judi for the Garden Party Event. This is a great day which raises funds to 

support children who want to learn a musical instrument but cannot afford one, and which is a great fel-
lowship day with musical performances during the day. (see page 4) 

We met with RC Footscray, who run a successful Donation In Kind project, and were advised that some of 
the medical equipment sorted out at the recent working bee is not suitable for shipping of to 3rd World 
countries.  In many cases there is a low demand for similar equipment and there is too much already 
stored at their DIK store.  We are investigating, along with Peninsula Health, whether we can sell some of 
this equipment elsewhere.  When we have assembled sufficient of the more useful equipment, Footscray 
DIK they will assist us in the shipping process to the recipients.  They also provided tips and advice 
gleaned over many years of collecting, on storing and shipping procedures. 

Linda Tinney: 
A reminder that registrations for the District Conference in Wangaratta on 26-28 February can be made 

online via the District web site or with assistance from Linda.  A block accommodation booking has been 
made at the Ryley Motor Inn, which is in walking distance to the Conference venue, but individual confir-
mation with the motel is required to secure your room. 

Mike Goonan: 
For those considering  contributing $150 (US$100) to The Rotary Foundation through the Centurion Club, 

please contact Mike for the appropriate form to ensure it goes through the correct channel.  There is the 
option of paying Once Only or, on an on-going basis, Monthly, Quarterly, Half Yearly or Yearly.  Contribu-
tions can be directed to either the Annuals Program Fund or PolioPlus.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Guest Speaker:  Brian Gault -“Look, No Hands” 
      
Brian, a native of Northern Ireland, is one of 456 survivors 
of the ‘miracle drug’ Thalidomide used in the UK market 
during the early 1960’s to relieve morning sickness during 
pregnancy.  To the shock of his parents, he was born with 
no arms.  His feet are his arms and his legs are his arms.  
As he speaks, he gestures with his leg and his foot.  He and 
his wife May are on a 5 week speaking tour of Victoria 
comprising 27 appearances. 
 
After the initial shock, Brian’s parents were determined to 
help him become as independent as he could be, and he 
soon learned to feed himself with his feet.  Life as a young 
boy was difficult as he endured taunting and bullying, and 
being forced to were heavy artificial arms which he hated. 
 
At age 13 he discarded the artificial arms and developed his 

faith in God.  These 2 events changed him from an angry boy to a one who has an infectious love of life and is 
an inspiration to all who hear him speak.  
 
Brian’s determination drove him to learn to put on a shirt, do up the buttons, write a book and eventually drive 
a modified car.  He and May travel the world inspiring people with disabilities, and raising money to help 
other disabled people.  He is particularly focussed on Brazil, where Thalidomide is still used and children are 
still being born with underdeveloped limbs. 

President Mark shaking hands with Brian 
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OCTOBER IS ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MONTH 

True Story 
A businessman was attending a conference in Africa . He had a free day and wanted to play a round of golf so 
found a golf course in the nearby jungle. He arrived at the course and asked the pro if he could get on.  
"Sure," said the pro, "What's your handicap?" 
Not wanting to admit that he had an 18 handicap, he decided to tell a lie. "Well, it's 16," said the businessman, 
"but what's the relevance since I'll be playing alone?"  
"It's very important for us to know," said the pro, who then called a caddy. 
"Go out with this gentleman," said the pro, "his handicap is 16." 
The businessman was very surprised at this constant reference to his handicap. The caddy picked up the busi-
nessman's bag and a large rifle. Again, the businessman was surprised, but decided to ask no questions. They 
arrived on the 1st hole, a par-4.  
"It's wise to avoid those trees on the left," said the caddy.  Needless to say, the businessman hooked his ball 
into the trees.  He found his ball and was about to punch it out when he heard the loud crack of the rifle and a 
large snake fell dead from a tree above his head.  The caddy stood next to him with the rifle smoking in his 
hand. "That's a Black Mamba, the most poisonous snake in all Africa.  You're lucky I was here with you." 
After taking a bogey, they moved to the 2nd hole, a par-5. "Good to avoid those bushes on the right," says the 
caddy.  Of course, the businessman's ball went straight into the bushes.  As he went to pick up his ball, he 
heard the loud crack of the caddy's rifle once again, and a huge lion fell dead at his feet.   "I've saved your life 
again," said the caddy. 
The 3rd hole was a par-3 with a lake in front of the green.  The businessman's ball came up just short of the 
green and rolled back to the edge of the water.  To take a shot, he had to stand with one foot in the lake.  As he 
was about to swing, a large crocodile emerged from the water and bit off much of his right leg.  As he fell to 
the ground bleeding and in great pain, he saw the caddy with the rifle propped at his side, looking on uncon-
cernedly. 
"Why didn't you kill it?" asked the man incredulously. 
"I'm sorry, sir," said the caddy. "This is the 17th handicap hole. You don't get a shot here."  

And that, my golfing friends, is why you should never lie about your handicap! 


