
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

R I President:   Gary C.K. Huang 

District Governor:   Charlie Speirs 

Assistant Governor:   David Hanlon 

 

ROTARY CLUB OF FRANKSTON NORTH INC 

Chartered 7 May 1973 

Web: www.rotaryfrankstonnorth.org/ 

 

President:     Maureen Gillham 

President Elect:    Mark Sammut 

Past President:   Don MacDonald 

Secretary:     David Hanlon 

Treasurer:     Russell Cock 

Sergeant at Arms:   Brian Capon 

Directors:     

Linda Tinney   Fund Raising 

Eric Neill   Membership 

Tony Spring   Foundation 

John Tame   Services 

Rod Puls       Public Relations 

Club Meetings: 

Every Wednesday at the International Motel,  

389 Nepean Hwy, Frankston  - 6.00pm for 6.30pm. 

Club Contact: 

Secretary David Hanlon 

Mob: 0414 996 798 

PO Box 132, FRANKSTON 3199 

Apologies to: 

Secretary David Hanlon 

Mob: 0414 996 798 

Or via the Club web page   

Bulletin Editor: 

Michael Goonan 

Mob:  0408 559 397 

Email:  barmik@optusnet.com.au 

 

Club Bank Details: 

BSB: 633-000  Account: 1344 30875 

Account Name: Rotary Club of Frankston North Inc. 

 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 

Of all the things we think, say or do . . . 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOODWILL & BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

District 9820 

Frankston North Rotary is a caring group of people who apply their time & talents in providing humanitarian support to local & 

overseas communities & individuals while also caring for & involving their own members & families 

 THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM 

FROM PRESIDENT MAUREEN 

MILESTONES 

  ROTARY ANNIVERSARY: 

  Peter Newman:  19 November 1981 

  Don MacDonald:  21 November 2001 

  Russell Cock:   24 November 1981 

  WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: 

  Nil 

Hello All, 
Today (Sunday) I furthered my Rotary 
education by attending the District 
AGM and the Foundation Seminar. I 
was joined by 5 other members of our 
Club. PP Eric Neill and his GSE Team 
were presented to the attendees. I'm 
sure they will be worthy representatives 
of our District and the experience will 

be life changing. PDG Tony Spring did a presentation on 
Global Grants using the Tongan Garden Project as an example 
of what can be achieved when someone has an idea for a project 
and then Rotary gets behind it. Money becomes available from 
other areas and then you have serious money to make a sustain-
able difference. Now look at what's happening with Polio eradi-
cation. Slowly but surely the fight is being won. Governments 
in countries where it's been difficult to get to all the population 
are now starting to co-operate and more people are getting im-
munized. 
 
Last Wednesday we saw another example of Rotary in action 
when our Club joined with the Cranbourne Club and had a 
shared meeting to celebrate the success of another Tonga 
project this time in partnership with a Church group. 3 km of 
new water pipe was laid, 110,000 litre tank installed, build-
ings built and sewing lessons given to some ladies from the 
villages. One very deserving member of the group Mr 
George Bruinsma who went to Tonga was awarded a Paul  

(Continued on page 2) 

   BIRTHDAY: 

  Nil  

 

Rotary Ho! 

The Official Bulletin of Frankston North Rotary 
 

Volume 42 No 21  19 November 2014 

6:00 for 6:30 (Partner’s Night) 

Russell Hayes and Peter Klaaysen -  

“Wheelchairs for Kids” 

Chairman: Bill Fowler 
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NOVEMBER IS ROTARY FOUNDATION MONTH  

LAST WEEK’S PROGRAM 

Chairman:    Tony Spring 

Apologies:    Barry Dean,  Peter Newman, Colin Price,  Wayne Peterson,  Charles Mallia 

Leave of absence:  Michael Shanks, Brian Capon 

Visiting Rotarians:  Bob Edgar and Helen (Bendigo), Jim Lister and Terry Illingworth (Ballarat South),   
      Jillian  and Len Dawson (New Lynn, NZ), DG Charlie Speirs, and 20 odd Rotarians from 
      RC Cranbourne. 

Guests:      Chris & Crystal Gillham, Doug Thompson, Barry Graham, Rob Francis, Stuart Jones and 
      Gail, Rhonda Idczac, Ian Gardner 

President Maureen: 

� Welcomed DG Charlie Speirs, President John Campbell and members of the Cranbourne Club for this 

Joint Meeting, and Guest Speaker Andrew Pinxt. 

Secretary David: 

� Nominations for Club Board Members for the 2015/2016 Rotary Year close at the end of the Club Meet-

ing on 19 November. 

Linda Tinney: 

� Tables for the Clover Cottage Fundraising Event being jointly run by Frankston North Rotary and Nepean 

Inner Wheel on 18 March are selling fast, so invite your friends and book a table.  Our Club’s proceeds 

will go towards the Polio Plus program. Cost is $55 pp for this fun night that does so much good for the 

community.  

Charles Mallia: 

� Could Members please confirm bookings for the Conference with me this week. Payment to the Confer-
ence Committee is not due until the end of January. However, the motel requires a deposit by mid Decem-
ber, and other Clubs will be denied accommodation if we exceed the number of rooms we need.  

 
(continued from page 1) 
Harris Fellow. George is one of those very special people who is always involved in making someone's 
life better in his own quiet unassuming way. 

Remembrance Day 

Wayne Peterson reminded us that Frankston North Rotary traditionally recog-

nises Remembrance Day which remembers the beginning of World War 1 on 11 No-

vember 1914.  However, Australia had it’s first Navel victory 3 days earlier 

when it was just 3 years old.  HMAS Sydney encountered the German merchant 

raider Emden in the Battle of Cocos Island and sank the Emden.  There were 4 

Australian casualties as a result of that historic encounter and we recognised 

Ordinary Seaman Robert Bell, Able Seaman Albert Hoy, Petty Officer Thomas 

Lynch and Able Seaman Reginald Sharp in the traditional way-with a rum ration.  

As their names were read out, 4 members of the audience drank a tot of rum, in 

turn, to their memory.  Wayne then read the Remembrance Oath. 

Toast to Rotary International 
 
In the presence of District Governor Charlie Speirs, Past President Eric Neill proposed a Toast to Rotary Inter-
national. He spoke of the many achievements and paid tribute to The Rotary Foundation (TRF), our Charity of 
Choice.   
DG Charlie responded by informing us of the goals of TRF and encouraged Clubs to avail themselves of the 
simplified process of achieving District Grants and Global Grants to embark on sustainable projects with funds 
that we donate to The Rotary Foundation. 
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NOVEMBER IS ROTARY FOUNDATION MONTH  

 

UPCOMING DUTIES 

Guest Speaker:        Andrew Pinxt   
        Rotary Club of Cranbourne  
         Tonga Project Team Leader 
 
Some 15 years ago our then Member Bob Edgar identified and  
successfully implemented an international refurbishment Rotary 
Project at the Hango Agriculture College on the island of Eua 
Tongatapu in Tonga.  The College was an important community 
resource in Tonga, and had been ravaged by cyclones so was in 
dire need of repair and refurbishment. Since Bob’s original pro-
ject the Rotary Clubs of Frankston North, Ballarat West, Belvoir-
Wodonga, Wonthaggi, Phillip Island-San Remo, Sunbury, Cran-
bourne and now Ballarat South have been involved in many other 
successful projects at the College.   
 
Andrew Pinxt and a team of 25 volunteers recently embarked on 

the latest Rotary visit to Eua for 11 days to conduct a variety of projects. 
These were a) repairing the water supply by laying 2.5 km of 100mm polyurethane pipe from a spring in a 
cave high up in the nearby forest to a storage tank and then to Hango Agriculture College, b) install the 
100,000 litre storage tank, c) build 2 dwellings and d) teach the ladies the basics in Health and Sewing. 
The group was split into four teams.  These were Accommodation, Kitchen, Building, and Pipe Laying. 
An important part of these projects was to teach the students how to use the tools and general building skills 
during the house building, the tank building and pipe laying. A lot of the tools and equipment, a generator and 
electric fusion pipe welder were left behind for the future use of the College.  They were also shown how to 
apply chemicals to and feed the plants.  A nurse visited the local Clinic and assisted the local doctor, while 
other women on the team taught the ladies sewing, did the washing and brought the food to the pipe layers in 
the rain forest.  
The College hope to start their egg production before Christmas and will now be in a much better position to 
do so.  The piggery and dairy have got high pressure water, both boy’s and girl’s dormitories have operational 
toilets and showers, the workshop has been cleaned and refurbished, all electricals brought up to date, running 
water is supplied to several homes, new dwellings available and some painting has been done. 
All this work was completed in 9 days due to the careful planning and preparation , such as having the poly-
urethane pipes supplied in 11.8 lengths to best fit into a 40 foot container.  Fundraising achieved a total of 
$175,000 of the project cost of $225,000.  A lot of materials were donated, Donation in Kind stores contrib-
uted a lot of goods and, of course, the time and labour of the volunteers was donated.  
Andrew and his team earned the thanks of  the Tongan community, and Rotary, for planning and executing 
such an ambitious and valuable international Rotary Project that has further enhanced the profile of Rotary. 

Andrew Pinxt describing the Project 

DG Charlie with some of the Tonga Project volunteers 

Meeting Date: Regalia Meet and Greet Cashier 

19th November Beverley Unitt John Tame Charles Mallia 

26th November Brian Capon Con Demopoulos Don MacDonald 

3rd December Don MacDonald Brian Capon Con Demopoulos 

10th December Con Demopoulos Don MacDonald Brian Capon 
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 On 11 November , 
The Mayor of Frank-
ston City, Cr Darrel 
Taylor, presented Ro-
tary Junior Commu-
nity Award certifi-
cates to  24 students 
from Mahogany Rise 
and Aldercourt Pri-
mary School in the 
City of Frankston 
Council Chambers. 
To achieve these 
awards, the children 
had to take part in 
community activities 
and attend community 
function in the local area.  With the help of their teachers and support of Frankston North Rotary, they were 
able to gain access to a number of community activities and greatly broaden their exposure to the community 
generally.  And they had a lot of fun doing it. 
This is the second year that Frankston North Rotary has facilitated the Rotary Junior Community Awards pro-
ject and, judging by the enthusiastic response of these 2 schools, it is likely to grow as a Rotary project. 

COMING UP 

NEXT WEEK 

6:00 for 6:30 pm 

FNR Annual General Meeting & Club Assembly 

Chairman: Mark Sammut 

3 Dec:    Bev Unitt Autobiography and Job Talk 

10 Dec:   Swags for the Homeless 

17 Dec:   Club Christmas Meeting  - Baxter Valley Winery (Partners Night) 

7 Jan:    Director’s Plans for 2015 

11 Feb:   Community Engagement Night (Planned) 

4 Mar:    International Women’s Day Breakfast 

18 Mar:   Clover Cottage Fundraising Event 

27-29 Mar:  District Conference (Shepparton) 

     PAUL HARRIS FELLOW 
      George Bruinsma 
 
Andrew Pinxt, with the help of DG Charlie, presented a Paul Har-
ris Fellow to George Bruinsma, following Andrew’s presentation 
on the latest Tonga project. 
George, with the help of his wife Fay, established a sizable build-
ing firm and is currently assisted by their son Gavin and his wife 
Kim.  George is actively involved with his Church, having served 
as an Elder on several occasions, and was in charge of several 
building projects.  He is currently Chairman of a Building Com-
mittee that is planning a new development to build a new church. 

About three years ago on a working trip to Tonga, George supplied materials to renovate the Church at the 
Hango Agriculture College at Eua.  During the recent project in Tonga (described on page 3), he supplied and 
solicited donations of building materials for the two dwellings that were built at the College.   
Congratulations George! 
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     GARDEN PARTY 
 
The Peninsula Youth Music Society entertained patrons 
at the Garden Party in the front garden at Mark Sammut 
and Jane’s home on Saturday. 
Thanks to Mark and Jane for opening their home to 
about 100 guests - and Judi for organising the event - to 
raise money to buy instruments for children who cannot 
afford them. 

 


